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The Cities Alliance

We enhancethe well-being of urban populationsworldwide by delivering
innovative, multi-sectoralsolutionsto urbanpovertywhereit mattersmost

Mission

A multilateral organisationoperatingthrough a multi-donor trust fund with

UNOPSashost and trustee
Identity

Currently 34 members that provide strategic direction, contribute to the
financing of the Fund, and engage in operational activities to realise
sustainabledevelopment

Members

The Cities Allianceseeksto improve the lives of 60 million urban poor
across200 cities in 20 countries by 2030. To be a leadingagent for urban
changeby giving grants to programmesin countries and cities where it
matters most. We leveragethe collective expertise of our partnership to
catalyseurbantransformationat a globallevel

Vision



The Cities Alliance manages and delivers its work programme through two 
distinct funding windows: an operational country/city window, and a 

normative global window

COUNTRY

70%
GLOBAL

30%

Country Programmes 

Innovation Programme Regional  Programmes 

Joint Work  Programmes 



Key themes ςCountry/city window

Technical assistance delivered through grants to partners, catalysing state and non-state investments, and 
supported by a coordinating presence on-the-ground

Economy Citizenship Services Environment Governance

Technical Assistance 

% Split Illustrative

An Integrated Approach

Cities

National Urban Policies Citizen Engagement  Capacity Development Local Strategies and PlansPre-conditions for follow-up 
investments

$

Africa (50%) Asia(20%) MENA (20%) LAC(10%)



Growth Gender Resilience Migration

Joint Work Programmes
4 Thematic Lenses

Key themes ςGlobal window

Knowledge products and tools 
derived from in-country lessons 
learned and based on demand

Advocacy and policy on 
emerging topics

Dialogues to share learnings and 
catalyse urban development at 

the global level

Type of Products

Global Agendas

Crosscutting 

4 Thematic Lenses



The reality check: Urban development 
across world cities

Why this growing recognition of cities and sustainable urban development as vectors of human development?

What has happened across world cities in recent decades?



The urbanisingcentury

Source: http://udconnect.net/2050-urbanization/

From 10 megacities in 1992 to 21 in 2010

Fifteen of the worlds 21 megacities are 
found in developing countries

The largest megacity today is Tokyo at 37 
million persons, more than CanadaΩs total 
population



Sprawl then 
compact 

Source: www.habitat3.org



Top ten reasons for working on secondary cities

1.They are the fastest growing urban areas

2.There are a lot of them, especially in developing countries

3.Many are poor and struggling

4.They are the economic backbone of the world's largest cities

5.They are governance and economic centres

6.They can really boost a national economy

7.They come in all shapes and sizes

8.They are often eclipsed by primary cities

9.We do not have much information about them

10.Few have the capacity for strategic planning
Source: Cities Alliance

Secondary cities





Informal vs formal 
economy



From evictions to citizenship
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million people 
suffer this cruel 
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